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were also exposed to anthrax spores. 

short plece 111 the,Sunday N~agara nose items In ~ ~ ~ k ~ ~ ' ~  that came 
. The kicker was a dose of grim into contact wtll anthrax spores were 
from local environmental actjvlst decontan~~nated and sh~pped to a landfill in 
enderson, who pointed out  that Texx, accord~ng to CWM spokesman Scott 

t about every nasty substance ever gen- Matter. Those stems that d ~ d  not test post- 
ated by man can be found  in dump sltes for anthrax, jncludlng Brobw's desk, 
N~agara County. ".. .rt makes sense the were deconmmlnaterl anyway-just In cnse 
ff would end u p  here," Henderson told 

hecause they are so 

then come back to l ~ f e  

to CWM (past the 

cast l~ve from the gates of CWM on doors of Lewlston- 

nce of anthraxcontam~nated waste. 

arently, nobody at 
: or  at CWM was pre- 

hy5te11a 01 n l~ \~nfo r  ~ l ~ d l l o n  (:WM'\ dlspos- George Splra, CWM'5 col1ilnunlty I~ , i~\on A I  ctouj hlologlcal waste - 
'11 of the desk 1s evocative of ,411 the d m -  anti a Porter tow1 hoa~t in~e~i iher ,  j n ~ t l  he However, U S. Army (:orps of Engineers 
gerous ware that has been burled In the haci~l't heard anythlng about the story docutlie~lts dnted.Jnlle 2000 say that there 
back~nrds of N~ngara Courtty lesldents and referred ARTVOI(:E to I ) o m ~ n ~ c  1s a h to lo~cal  ~ r n p o u n d ~ ~ e ~ t  area on-slte. 
over the past 75 years. It IS a case of atfront Mdruca, the fac~hty's manager Maruca Other sources have used the phrase 
,titer affront, of ~nsu l t  added to ~ n l u ~ y  was out of town, SO questions were c l~~ec t -  "agg~es\ive bloiogcal corltalnment faClil- 

TOM BROKAW'S DESK cd to art englneer at the site who dld not ty " S p l ~ a  s a ~ d  he knows l l o t ~ ~ i l ~ g  ahout 
return phone calls that On the other hand, Scott Matter, 

NB<: News recetved two l e t t e ~ s  containing 
F~nallv, Scott Mattel was d~sp'itchcti to I (:WM'\ spokesman tn Mat?hattan, acknowl- 

anthrax spores, one  postnlarked Sep 18 edged the existence of a b~ologlcal con- answer questlons b y  phone Matter w o ~  ks and the other Sep 20 T h e  letters were tntriment area and bald he'd look ltlto I& 500 nl~les away lyn Manhctttnn ci~scovereci when one  of Brokaw's assls- dntes of operat~on to d e t e ~ m ~ n e  IF C w  
t,+nts developed ~ t ~ t n r r e o i ~ s  , tnth~ AX,  two hat1 ever operntctl the biolog~t nl cont'tln- 
\vcc.k\ ,tlte~ I l n ~ ~ ( i l ~ ~ l g  O I I V  01 bot11 Iettt'l\ nlent f ac~ l~ ty  or slnlply 11i11er1t~d I (  flonl 
When tllc 111fct [ I O I I  w,ls c l~\covr~cd.  11~111- 200-le OIIC of 11s predecessors-SCA, Chenl-Trol 
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D e s k ,  cont'd.. . 
o r  the federal governmen t. At deadltnc, h e  
lratl not yet found that tnfort-t~al~on. 

The  713acre Model City facility, as C W  
refers to the lantlfill, has been receiving 
waste for 30 years as a co~nn~ercial enter- 
prise, anti for another 30 years as a gov- 
ernmentuwneti property. CWM rook over 
the site from SCA. SCA acquired the site 
from Cllem-Trol, which bought the p rop  
erty frol-tr private holders who in turn 
bought the property from the federal gov- 
ernment. The U.S. Army was the first to 
use the site as a dump back when i t  was 
part of the lake Ontario Ordnance Works, 
21 7500-acre parcel the Ar~ny bought in 
1942 that displaced hundreds of local 
farniers, some against their will. The 
1,OOW has seen inany uses-a TNT facto- 
ry, experimental jet and rocket fuel labs, 
training Cacilities, incendiary and chemical 
weapons depot. Most prominently, it  has 
been used as a dump site for chemical, 
radioactive and biological wastes generat- 
ed by the military and private industry 
working on military contracts. Local indus- 
tries and academic institutions worked on 
a wide variety of government projects, 
~nclud~ng germ warfare. 

SitrCe the early 1970s, government agen- 
cies-~ncluciing the , 

Defense-have been 
le former LOOW in order to 
what \or1 of cleanup the s~tc. 
ire. Beca~lse CWM s~ts  on for- 

property, the Cor-1~~ wants to 
examine parts of the CWM as well. The 
CWM facil~ty sits on several legacy bur~al 
sltes. These sites nlay contain toxic 
rad~oactive, chemical and biological 

wastes. One of these is the 
Rochester Bur~al Site, which 
contalrrs waste from plutoni- 
um experiments conducted 
on humans and animals at 
the Un~vers~ty of Rochester. 

' CWM t l~d  not initiate ant1 
1 may oot even know shoot 
/ some of the dump sites, hut 
1 they nuy have burietl then1 
1 under tons of hazardous 
/ ~ndustrinl waste, or  covered 
lttletn 1~1th chemical 
lagoons, mak~ng them near- 
ly ~tnposi~hle to invest~gate. 
Prevlor~\ attempts. to clean 
up the former 1,OOW site 
have h ~ t  an impasse at the 
CW'31 slte, where cleanup 
crews were uncer-tam where 
to look for waste and erther 
unable or unwllltng to d ~ g  
intliscr-iminatcly among tlre 

piles of' deadly toxins in search of' even 

CWM requerted pellnlrslon to Tile ground and w~lier have becn con 
expand rts landfill The propo\ed expan- Promisetl decatles of 

slon would mean (;WM would cover over cnvaller cils~osal ot radl 
more legacy landfills-places contaming and blological waste\. E 
dangerous wastes that have not yet been has stalletl by 
assessed or remed~ated. The Town of standing that the region's 
Porter (for whtch CWM spokesman liabilitlesJeopardize any 
George Sp~ra  1s a town boardmember) i m ~ o r t a n t l ~ t  people hav 
agreed to the expansion, despite public and died. If Niagara Coun 
opposltlon. The Town of Lewiston has not come the image problem created by 
gtven CWM ~ t s  okay. Brokaw's desk and Love Canal, i t s  pe 

w~ll have to force prlvate rndustry 
"WELCOME TO NfAGARA FALLS!" government bodies at all levels to 

"Home of Tom Brokaw's ant]rrdx-r~ddled about the legs 
desk. " and the substantial proh 

to cause-the human, environmencal a 
Of course it's not true-Brokaw's desk, o conolnic healtll of the region. 
what remains of ~ t ,  IS not riddled wit1 
anthrax. But, then, the weather arount A 
here isn't as had as it's perceived to he, 
and that's a rap we'll never shake. 

If the rest of the country learns to think of 
Niagara County as a toxic cesspool-and 
that image is already, there, thanks to 
Love Canal-the rest of the country won't 
be wrong. CWM is at least a superv~seti, 
controlled disposal slte. As far as uncon- 
trolled sites, Love Canal wasjust the tip of 
the iceberg. With~n a couple miles of 
CWM's Model City landfill, there are 
dozens of undocumented or under-docu- 
nrented tox~c waste cfumps. 

Actual Chemical-Biological gas tanks in protective concrete igloo. 
1 I 

rnorc deadly toxins 
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